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Synopsis

What makes the city of the future? How do you heal a divided city? In Radical Cities, Justin McGuirk
travels across Latin America in search of the activist architects, maverick politicians and alternative
communities already answering these questions. From Brazil to Venezuela, and from Mexico to
Argentina, McGuirk discovers the people and ideas shaping the way cities are evolving. Ever since
the mid twentieth century, when the dream of modernist utopia went to Latin America to die, the
continent has been a testing ground for exciting new conceptions of the city. An architect in Chile
has designed a form of social housing where only half of the house is built, allowing the owners to
adapt the rest; MedellA n, formerly the worlda ™s murder capital, has been transformed with
innovative public architecture; squatters in Caracas have taken over the forty-five-story Torre David
skyscraper; and Rio is on a mission to incorporate its favelas into the rest of the city. Here, in the
most urbanised continent on the planet, extreme cities have bred extreme conditions, from vast
housing estates to sprawling slums. But after decades of social and political failure, a new
generation has revitalised architecture and urban design in order to address persistent poverty and
inequality. Together, these activists, pragmatists and social idealists are performing bold
experiments that the rest of the world may learn from.Radical Cities is a colorful journey through

Latin Americaa "a crucible of architectural and urban innovation.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews



Radical Cities is a profound revelation of contemporary Latin American city architecture and so
much more . This book demonstrates how transformational politics , the latin powerhouse economy
and city population explosion converge , putting new demands on architectural design . The creative
solutions are revolutionary , politics with a conscience and a refreshing twist from the status-quo .....
an enjoyable read with an astounding amount of information on the metamorphosis of the Latin

American city .

Socio-architectural work of urban policy and panning in Latin America with similar issues in Asia and

Africa. A design counterpart of Mike DAvis’ Planet of Slums.

This is an incredibly readable book mainly about housing rather than cities in general. Very

pro-grassroots, very well researched.

Incredible read! A must have for all architects and planners interested in the organic development of
cities trough necessity.
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